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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
President Ken Lindgren (District 9), Vice President Wendy Malich (Region B), Harlan Kredit (District 1), 
Pat McCarthy (District 2), Ed Ploof (District 3), Tim Graham (District 4), Rich Rouleau (District 5), Mike 
Ottis (District 6), Joe Feist (District 7), Lori Wyborney (District 8), Eric McCurdy (Region A), Pam Veltri 
(Region C), and Leta Meyer (At-large). 
 
HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS 
Chris Woods (AWSP),  Robert Polk (WSSAAA), Kevin Paustian (Fine Arts), Brian Ellis (AMLPA), Mike 
Nerland (WASA), Nancy Merrill (WSDDA), Ed Laulainen (WSCA), Ross Hjelseth (WFIS), and Bruce 
Campbell (District Directors). 
 
WIAA STAFF 
Mike Colbrese, Executive Director; Cindy Adsit, Andy Barnes, and John Miller, Assistant Executive 
Directors; Janna Brinkman, Administrative Assistant to the Executive Director; Leah Francis, Director of 
Finance and Operations;  Andy Knapp, Director of Marketingm Promotions and Corporate Partners;  
Conor Laffey, Sports and Activities Information Director; Cam Taylor, Project Coordinator; and Eric 
Fassler, WIAA Intern. 
 
GUESTS 
Mick Hoffman, Vancouver School District; Tim Thomsen, Sumner School District; Greg Whitmore, Lind-
Ritzville High School; and Mark Webber, Colfax High School student. 
 
EXECUTIVE BOARD WORK SESSION 
The Board held a work session to review the 2013-14 Board goals and to plan for the 2014-15 goals.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
WIAA Executive Board President Ken Lindgren convened the Executive Board meeting at 1:00 PM on 
Sunday, June 8, 2014.  Vice President Wendy Malich led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Ken Lindgren presented Jo Ann Carbonetti with a lifetime pass for serving three years as an honorary 
board member.  He then presented lifetime passes, rings from Jostens, and a tremendous thanks to Ed 
Ploof and Joe Feist for serving ten and eleven years respectively on the WIAA Executive Board. 
 
MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 
The “Unaccompanied Minors” boys ensemble from Kamiak High School performed on Sunday, June 8, 
2014. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Kevin McKay, Superintendent, Zillah 
Kevin McKay shared input provided by other superintendents in support of returning to the 16-team 
state basketball championships for the 1A schools.  While he stated that he was not representing any 
other classification, he felt that the sentiments may be similar in the 1B and 2B classifications.  Kevin 
McKay is a former high school coach and athletic director and currently serves as the WASA 
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representative on the District 5 Board, serves on the Superintendent Advisory Committee, and on the 
WIAA Parent Committee, so he is familiar with the workings of the Association.  He shared that there is 
strong community support in Zillah for the return to the 16-team tournament.  He added that schools 
are recovering from the recession and may be in a better position to fund teams to participate in the 
four-day event.  He asked that the concept be re-evaluated.  Mike Colbrese suggested a committee be 
formed to determine how to best solicit feedback from superintendents, principals, and school boards 
on this issue. 
 

● Veltri/Ottis directed staff to work with WASA, WSDDA and AWSP to solicit feedback and provide 
the data to the WIAA Executive Board during a future meeting. MOTION APPROVED. 

 
District Reports 
Each Board member gave a summary report of recent activities or issues within his/her respective 
district.   
 
District 1 
Harlan Kredit reported that District 1 will offer the ASEP course this fall; league alignments have been 
finalized; bi-districts agreements have been completed; constitutions are being reviewed; and the NW 
Conference just completed their very successful sportsmanship conference. 
 
District 2 
Pat McCarthy reported that the joint Metro and Kingco meeting was recently held and qualifying 
formats for 2014-15 were finalized; there will be several new athletic directors next year;  WOA liaison 
Joe Thompson has agreed to work with the schools to resolve issues between the schools and officials; 
and the 2014-15 District budget has been finalized. 
 

District 3 

Ed Ploof reported that spring tournaments were reviewed; there is consideration to utilize a timed final 
(at District track) rather than actually running the races; different funding mechanisms are being 
considered;  and bi-district agreements are being developed. 
 
District 4 
Tim Graham reported that spring tournament financials were reviewed; small schools are combining, 
not only to salvage programs, but also for competition equity; Rich Fraser (District Director) and Mary 
Erickson (Eligibility Chair) will both retire at the end of this school year; fall workshop dates have been 
scheduled; and the passed amendments were reviewed. 
 
District 5 
Rich Rouleau reported that the audit and financials were reviewed; the district director evaluation link 
was sent to all board members; the constitution committee has nearly completed its task; a special 
committee was developed to determine if officials’ fees for district tournaments could be reduced; and 
the leagues are in the process of determining their representatives for next year. 
 
District 6 
Mike Ottis reported that the spring tournaments were evaluated; the year end financials were reviewed; 
there is consideration for adding a second eligibility committee (one north and one south) in order to 
minimize travel both for the committee members and for the appealing students; concerns about the 
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RTO were shared; regional wrestling alignments were discussed; officers for 2014-15 were elected; and 
this will be the last year for Director Bruce Campbell, with the transition for the new director to take 
place throughout the school year. 
 
District 7 
Joe Feist reported that the RTO was discussed; Mike Hellman was complimented for his assistance in 
resolving issues with officials; new league contacts and Representative Assembly members were 
selected; and there was much appreciation expressed for the new eligibility process and training. 
 
District 8 
Lori Wyborney reported that TV, radio and corporate partner sponsorships are being pursued; and the 
final meeting of the year will be held soon. 
 
District 9 
Ken Lindgren reported that spring tournaments were evaluated; revenue sharing and financials were 
reviewed; schedules have been completed; the RTO and the process for notifying officials when games 
are cancelled were discussed; the fall workshop date was finalized; and the eligibility committee roster 
was solidified. 
 
CONSENSUS ISSUES 
 

● Malich/Ploof moved to approve the agenda and the consensus items. MOTION APPROVED. 
 
AFFILIATE GROUP REPORTS 
 
Association of Washington School Principals (AWSP), HIGH SCHOOL 
Chris Woods shared that Title I funding could change for schools determined to have “failed” with the 
No Child Left Behind; there has been much discussion regarding online versus the traditional pencil and 
paper assessments; the state will no longer mandate that students complete a senior project as a 
graduation requirement and schools now have the authority to determine some specific graduation 
requirements; administrative support should be required for the TPEP evaluation system; there is 
support to increase the credit requirement for graduation from 22 to 24; and dual credit programs are 
being evaluated. 
 
 

STATE PRINCIPALS ASSOCIATION (AWSP), JUNIOR HIGH 
Jo Anne Carbonetti shared the middle schools are asking the Association to poll schools to determine 
how middle level schools pay for their athletic programs; appreciation was expressed for the work to 
minimize officials fee increases; and AWSP sent out to all administrators a book regarding administrator 
review criteria that should be viewed as a working document. 
 
WASHINGTON STATE SCHOOL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION (WSDDA) 
Nancy Merrill reported that the WSDDA board sent a letter to Congress regarding its role with  No Child 
Left Behind; WSDDA is searching for a new executive director with applications due later this month; 
and a new feature on the WSDDA Website called “our kids future” was created to highlight great things 
happening across the state. 
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WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS (WASA) 
Mike Nerland reported the TPEP evaluations may be time consuming, but are extremely valuable; during 
the last meeting of the Superintendent’s Advisory Council, the four special committees approved by the 
WIAA Executive Board, the amendment, and the importance of both principals and superintendents 
voicing their concerns in WIAA matters were discussed; and the next meeting of the Superintendent’s 
Advisory Council will be during the fall superintendent’s conference. 
 
WASHINGTON SECONDARY SCHOOL ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATORS ASSOCIATION (WSSAAA) 
Dave Tikker reported that the state conference went very well; there was appreciation expressed by the 
attendees for the WIAA staff requesting input on several topics during the WIAA breakout sessions; a 
mentoring program has been developed by Tom Doyle, Jim Piccolo and Barb Twardus and each district 
has been asked to select an individual to serve as a contact for that district; WSSAAA continues to 
pursue additional means to support athletic directors; a new NIAAA board member from Washington 
will be selected (Tim Graham is currently serving as an ad hoc member on that board); WSSAAA has 
applied for NIAA grant to be applied for training of new athletic directors; and Kenny Van Sickle will be 
the 2015 conference chair. 
 
WASHINGTON FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS (WFIS) 
Ross Hjelseth shared that 2014-15 represented the 44th year for WFIS; and that Mike Colbrese will be 
featured presenter during the upcoming national conference to be held in Seattle about the relationship 
between public and private schools. 
 
WASHINGTON STATE COACHES ASSOCIATION (WSCA) 
Ed Laulainen shared that the WSCA executive board and sports reps met in March;  twelve $1000 
scholarships are presented annually to the children of WSCA members (95 applicants his year); 
scholarships are also available for student teachers; coaches appreciated the passage of the amendment 
that allows teams to participate in a jamboree after eight days of practice; information is being gathered 
regarding the sport specific All State Games to be played; the B/1A/2A Earl Barden Classic football game 
will be on June 21 at East Valley High School in Yakima; 3A/4A football game will be on June 27 in Moses 
Lake; specific sport associations are refunded (from the WSCA membership fee)  $10 per registrant; and 
the next Board meeting will be in early August. 
 
FINE ARTS – WASHINGTON MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION 
Forensics (Brent DeCracker) 
The WSFA Membership met May 3 at Federal Way High School. The recent State Tournament was 
discussed and congratulations went out to the many programs involved and represented. In an effort to 
make sure that the best and brightest of Washington Speech and Debate were represented at State.  
Several proposals are being studied over the summer, including proposals for reducing the overall 
number of bids for state as well as ways to streamline the script-check process. 
 
Ansh Sehgal (University High School) was selected as this year’s recipient of the Erik Helppie. This award 
is presented each year to the student that most exemplifies the qualities of a past Forensics competitor, 
Erik Helppie. Also recognized for their advancement of Forensics in Washington State were Bill Nicolay 
(Snohomish High School) and Dwayne Allen (Cascade High School), this year’s recipients of the 
Outstanding Contributions to Washington State Forensics awards. 
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Drama (Laurie Levine) 
2014-15 Washington State Thespian Dates: 
October 10 – Professional Development In-Service, Garfield High School 
October 11 – Unified College Auditions, Roosevelt High School 
January 17 – Eastside Individual Events (IE) – Ferris High School 
January 31 – Northwest IE Events – Mountlake Terrace High School 
February 7 - IE Southwest Events – Olympia High School 
March 19, 20, 21 – State Thespian Conference, Western Washington University 
March 21 – Jr. Thespian Conference, Western Washington University 
More info can be obtained on the Washington State Thespian Web Page 
Or email btstuart@seattleschools.org 
 
Music (Kevin Paustian) 

Ten representative soloists and ensembles from the State Solo and Ensemble Contest 
performed to a sold-out audience at Benaroya Hall for Ten Grands.  They started the second half 
of the concert and received a standing ovation. 
 

Competing in the 2014 regional solo and ensemble contests, grades 9-12: 
5178 soloists 
2846 ensembles consisting of 13,607 participants  
 
Competing in the 2014 State Solo and Ensemble Contest: 
642 soloists  
308 ensembles, consisting of 2090 participants. 
Dr. Ron Gerhardstein, West Valley High School (Yakima), was recognized as the 2013-2014 WIAA/WMEA 
Music Educator of the Year.  
 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
CALENDAR AND CULMINATING EVENTS SUBCOMMITTEE 
Eric McCurdy reported that the subcommittee discussed potential changes for both the September and 
June board meetings, but felt the original schedule best met the needs of the entire group.  He 
submitted the 2014-15 proposed Association calendar for final review and adoption. 
 

● Feist/Meyer moved to approve the 2014-15 Association calendar as presented.  MOTION 
APPROVED. 

 
Since 2013-14 represented the final year of the contract, Eric McCurdy recommended that the Yakima 
Valley SunDome bids for 2015-18 1A, 2A State Basketball and 2015-2018 State Dance/Drill be approved. 
 

● McCurdy/Kredit moved to approve the Yakima Valley SunDome for 2015-18 1A, 2A State 
Basketball and 2015-2018 State Dance/Drill.  MOTION APPROVED. 

 
HANDBOOK COMMITTEE 
Mike Ottis reported on the following: 

1. With the passage of 17.28.2 (a student may participate in a jamboree following eight (8) days of 
practice, should the jamboree also count as either the 9th or 10th required practice day prior to 
the first game? 

mailto:btstuart@seattleschools.org
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 57.4.1 (FOOTBALL) JAMBOREE -  All individual participants must have completed a minimum of 
ten (10) eight (8) practice days, and the jamboree may count as the 11th or 12th 9th or 10th 
required practice day prior to the first game. 

 66.2.0 (WRESTLING) JAMBOREE - One takedown tournament or jamboree will be allowed 
following eight (8) days of practice and the takedown tournament or jamboree may count as the 
9th or 10th required practice prior to the first match.  The total wrestling time may not exceed 
the time permitted in a dual contest per individual.  All general jamboree rules also apply.   
Please refer to general jamboree guidelines.   

 
● Wyborney/Ploof moved to approve that a jamboree could count as a 9th or 10th practice. 

MOTION APPROVED. 

 
2. WIAA handbook rule 17.34.0 - Filming or Video Taping - With technology advances, this rule is 

outdated and the committee recommended to delete it from the handbook. 

3. WIAA handbook rule 17.36.0 - Emergency Treatment of the Non-Participant - Since each 
school develops emergency action plans, the committee recommended the article be deleted 
from the handbook.  

 
● Ploof/Malich moved to delete 17.34.0 and 17.36.0 from the 2014-15 WIAA handbook as 

editorial changes.  MOTION APPROVED. 
 
4. WIAA handbook rule 18.26.7 
 Any school with five or more ejections during a school year must follow the protocol below: 

 A.  The first year that a school has five or more ejections, the school must submit a written 
plan of action to reduce the number of ejections prior to the proceeding September WIAA 
Executive Board meeting. The written plan must include the following elements:  Accountability, 
Action Plan, Evaluation Plan, Specific Expectations and Timeline. 

 B.  The second year that a school has five or more ejections, the school principal/designee 
must present the school’s sportsmanship plan in writing directly to the WIAA Executive Board 
during the September WIAA Executive Board meeting.  

 C.  The third year that a school has five or more ejections, the school principal/designee, 
coaches and student athletes representing the school must present the school’s sportsmanship 
plan in writing directly to the WIAA Executive Board during the September WIAA Executive 
Board meeting. 

 

 The committee felt that additional study is needed on this topic. 

 
5. WIAA handbook rule 23.6.0 - Similar to checking student eligibility, schools are required to 

maintain records on coaches standards compliance.  If a school coach does not meet the 
coaching standards prior to a practice or competition, the school must self-report a WIAA 
handbook violation to its league.  The league, in consultation with the Penalty Review 
Committee, will determine the appropriate disciplinary action for the school.  The subcommittee 
recommended that  the following editorial changes be made: 
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 23.6.0 Only paid and/or volunteer coaches who have met the coaches standards are 
eligible to coach or be involved in a practice or competition. 

 23.6.1 If a school district has more restrictive coaching standards, the coach will be held to 
the more restrictive standard. 

 
● Kredit/Meyer moved to approve the editorial change.  MOTION APPROVED. 

 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
Membership/School Service Fees 
Wendy Malich shared that in 2006-07 the Board developed a plan to systematically review ticket prices 
and membership fees, and that both are due for review.  She reported that the committee will develop a 
proposal.  Any change in membership fees, however, must be approved by the Representative Assembly.  
Discussion will continue on this topic in September. 
 
Fall and Winter Tournament Report 
Leah Francis shared that only a small portion of the spring reports have been submitted, so the spring 
tournament report will be provided during the September meeting.   For winter events, she reported 
that attendance at tournaments other than basketball was down, particularly regional wrestling.  With 
basketball, net income and attendance was up at regionals, but down at all final sites.  She added that 
while basketball attendance has continued to decline, overall basketball net income is back to the 2005-
06 level due to decreased expenses through utilizing the regional format.  Following fall and winter 
tournaments, overall combined tournament net income is approximately $90,000 below target/budget. 
 

● Malich/McCurdy moved to approve the final fall and winter tournament report.  MOTION 
APPROVED. 

 
Year-To-Date  
Leah presented the year-to-date financial report.  
 

● Kredit/Malich moved to accept the year-to-date report.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
2014-15 Association Budget, Third and Final Reading 
Leah Francis provided the 2014-15 Association budget for third reading, with minimal changes after the 
second reading.   The third and final reading reflects a  balanced budget. 
 

● Malich/Kredit moved to approve the 2014-15 Association budget on third and FINAL reading.  
MOTION PASSED. 
 
 

REQUESTS FOR ACTION 
 
STATE GOLF TEAM FORMAT 
Andy Barnes reported that, after talking to several coaches during the state tournaments and based 
upon the number of questions raised about the golf format in general, he recommended a committee 
be formed to review the current structure and format, and potentially set a qualifying standard for state.  
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Ed Ploof added that the Narrows League currently has a qualifying standard (for the league 
tournament.) 
 

● Rouleau/McCurdy moved to withdraw the first reading regarding a team state golf format.  
MOTION APPROVED. 
 

● Ploof/McCurdy moved to form a committee to review the state golf structure and potentially 
set a qualifying standard for state.  MOTION APPROVED. 

 
2014-15 BOUND FOR STATE TOURNAMENT REGULATIONS 
Cindy Adsit summarized the proposed changes to the 2014-15 Bound for State Tournament Regulations, 
including a more detailed description of the draw criteria for football and soccer as requested by the 
Draw Review Committee.   
 

● Kredit/Graham moved to approve the proposed changes (Attachment #1.)   MOTION 
APPROVED.   

 
PROPOSED LANGUAGE FOR SUSPENSIONS IN FOOTBALL 
John Miller presented the proposed language for dealing with the suspensions following ejections in 
football which are the result of violent conduct or foul or abusive language.  Based upon the precedent 
that was utilized in boys soccer, he recommended that schools be notified that if ejections in violent 
conduct, foul or abusive language are not reduced by at least sixty percent (60%) by the end of the 
2014-15 school year, a longer suspension period will be implemented beginning with the 2015-16 school 
year.  He further explained that some examples of violent conduct include punching, kicking or shoving 
an opponent. 
 

● Malich/Wyborney moved to approve the staff recommendation.  MOTION APPROVED. 
 
WIAA SCHOLASTIC AWARDS PROGRAM MUSIC SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
Andy Barnes proposed decreasing the minimum number of participants that must be included in order 
for the school to be considered for the Academic State Championship from 20 to 15 in both band and 
orchestra (choir is currently at 15.)  He then summarized the change in the criteria for academic 
recognition in music:  Music awards must include all students enrolled in all classes offered in the given 
music subject area (Band, Choir or Orchestra.)  Schools may submit applications in one (1) or all three (3) 
music categories (Band, Choir or Orchestra.) 
 

● Wyborney/Malich  moved to approve the proposed changes.  MOTION APPROVED. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONTRACT WITH TEAM SOAPBOX 
Mike Colbrese reported that staff interviewed two marketing firms to assist the WIAA and 
recommended the Board approve Team Soapbox as the WIAA-contracted marketing firm for the 2014-
15 school year, with the option for continued renewal. 
 

● Ottis/Malich moved to approve Team Soapbox for a one-year contract.  MOTION APPROVED.  A 
representative from the company will attend the September meeting. 
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SELECTION OF EXECUTIVE BOARD AT LARGE POSITION 
Based upon the nomination jointly submitted by Districts 1 and 2 (Region A), Mike Colbrese 
recommended the Board reappoint Eric McCurdy to fill the at large position. 
 

● Graham/McCarthy moved to approve Eric McCurdy to fill the Region A executive board position 
for the 2014-17 term.  MOTION APPROVED.   

 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT FOR 2014-15 

● Ploof/Rouleau moved to approve Wendy Malich as WIAA Executive Board president for 2014-15.  
MOTION PASSED. 

● Ploof/Kredit moved to approve Mike Ottis as WIAA Executive Board vice president for 2014-15.  
MOTION PASSED. 

 
SUMMER CONTACT ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS 
Mike Colbrese passed around a sheet for board members to verify their summer contact information. 
 
RECOMMENDED CHANGES IN WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD OPERATING PRINCIPLES 
Wendy Malich summarized the committee’s recommendations for proposed changes to the WIAA 
Executive Board Operating Principles. 
 

●  Rouleau/McCurdy moved to approve the proposed operating principles with changes.  
MOTION APPROVED. 

 
WIAA/WOA AGREEMENT 
Ed Ploof, Eric McCurdy and Mike Colbrese will meet with WOA representatives in the near future to 
continue negotiations regarding the 2014-15 WIAA/WOA agreement. 
 
LIFETIME PASS FOR MACK ARMSTRONG 
Mike Colbrese shared that Mack Armstrong has been the “go-to” person with the Superintendent’s 
Association (WASA) and has been an ardent support of WIAA for a number of years.  He added that a 
lifetime pass is traditionally presented when a District Director retires.  With Rich Fraser’s retirement as 
District 4 Director, a lifetime pass was also requested. 
 

● Feist/Malich moved to approve lifetime passes for Mack Armstrong and Rich Fraser.   MOTION 
APPROVED. 

 
APPROVAL OF 1A-4A FALL TEAM AND 1A-4A BASKETBALL ALLOCATIONS 
Andy Barnes summarized the new allocation process and shared that he has received several positive 
comments regarding the process and the timeline.  The District Directors have endorsed the process and 
have reviewed the draft of the allocations.  Schools will continue to report their program offerings to the 
WIAA office.  The 1A-4A fall team and the 1A-4A basketball allocations were provided. 
 

● Ottis/Malich moved to approve the 1A - 4A fall team and 1A-4A basketball allocations.  MOTION 
APPROVED. 
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CAMAS HIGH SCHOOL 
 Mike Colbrese shared the letter and his response to approve the request to move up the 
implementation date of Amendment #8 (18.23.2) so that high school students could compete against 
college and/or professional athletes beginning June 1.  (Unless otherwise stated, the implementation 
date for all passed amendments is on August 1.)  
 

● Wyborney/Meyer moved to approve the action of the executive director.  MOTION APPROVED. 
 
MIDDLE LEVEL JAMBOREE EXPERIMENT 
Mike Colbrese presented the request by Ryan Peplinski on behalf of the Bi-County Middle Level League 
for an experiment to allow middle level contests to be played following eight days of practice.  The 
request is based upon the passage of the amendment to allow teams to participate in jamborees 
following eight days of practice.  The Bi-County Middle Level League agreed to submit an amendment 
for the 2015 Representative Assembly on this issue.  Discussion ensued that since the amendment had 
been geared specifically to jamborees only, it would be prudent to allow a year of implementation 
before allowing an experiment for contests to be played with less than ten practices. 
 

● Feist/Ploof moved to approve the proposed changes.  MOTION FAILED. 
 
PLANNING 
 
NEW COMMITTEE UPDATES 
Out-of-season/Open Gym/Year Round Conditioning - Lori Wyborney shared that the comments 
gathered during the 2014 WSSAAA Conference will be provided to the special committees when they 
meet this fall.  The Out-of-Season/Open Gym/Year Round Conditioning Committee will meet on 
September 23, 2014.   
 
Cindy Adsit added that several people have indicating a desire to serve on one or more of the 
committees.  The staff will develop a roster for each committee which will include a representative from 
each classification and every WIAA District.  Prospective committee members will be notified before the 
end of June. 
 
Recruitment - Mick Hoffman indicated the committee will meet in early fall. 
 
Classifications - John Miller shared that the committee will meet in late September. 
 
REPORT FROM SUB-COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL EVENTS/AMATEUR RULE 
Pat McCarthy summarized the minutes of the May 16 meeting of the committee dealing with National 
Tournaments and Amateur Standing.  The committee will meet again in the fall to solidify potential 
amendments for the Board to submit on behalf of the committee. 
 
PARENT COMMITTEE 
John Miller reported that a meeting was held on May 13, 2014.  He complimented the members of the 
committee as representing a broad spectrum of participation and involvement.  They believe WIAA is 
regulatory, punitive organization that no one has access to.  The committee will meet again in July to 
develop a plan to assist parents in understanding the roles and responsibilities of the Association.  
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PRELIMINARY REVIEW OF SPRING STATE EVENTS 
The staff gave a brief review of each event. 
 
BASEBALL 
Cindy Adsit reported that, even with all westside teams participating in the 3A, 4A tournament in Pasco, 
the crowds were good.   The condition of County Stadium in Yakima was better than in previous years.  
The 1B, 2B held at Wheeler Field in Centralia had the highest recorded attendance for that tournament 
to date.  She added that the University of Washington has reached out and offered its new baseball 
stadium as a potential site for future state championships, contingent upon the availability of the facility, 
which is based exclusively on the Pac12 baseball schedule.  While on campus for 2A State Tennis, Cindy 
Adsit and Pat McCarthy had the opportunity to tour the new facility during spring state tournament 
weekend. 
 
GOLF and TENNIS 
Andy Barnes reported that, while there minor weather issues for golf, all sites were managed well and 
there were no problems with the events.   He added that the new WIAA signage added great exposure 
for the Association at all sites. 
 
Andy Barnes shared that the Yakima Tennis Center burned down just two weeks before state.  
Unfortunately the trophies and banners succumbed to the fire as well, but replacement trophies and 
banners were ordered and the 1B/2B/1A matches were relocated to West Valley (Yakima) High School, 
which turned out to be a terrific site for this event. 
 
SOCCER and TRACK and FIELD 
Brian Smith shared that Eastern Washington University utilized the big reader board to inform athletes 
of the call to their events which eliminated the need for announcer to make that call.  It was also used to 
show runners whenever they were behind the infield bleachers.  While there was an additional change 
to utilize the reader board, that simple change eliminated the continual notification over the public 
address system and put more focus on the award winners.  He added that, with the addition of coaches 
liaisons at each site (used as a buffer between coaches and officials) and a track and field advisory group 
that developed rules, process and procedures for league and district meets, the number of protests and 
rule violations have dramatically decreased and consistency in meet administration has improved. 
 
Brian Smith reported that super sites are utilized for soccer.  He added that attendance appeared to be 
up, which is typically a direct result of the matchups.   The Unified Sports State Championships were 
held in conjunction with the WIAA event and were broadcast live on the NFHS network, which turned 
out to be a wonderfully positive experience.  People are now aware of the partnership between WIAA 
and Special Olympics. 
 
 
 
SOFTBALL 
John Miller reported that each tournament is held at a great facility with an extremely dedicated event 
staff to oversee the games. Even though we had a new manager at 1B, 2B, that tournament went as 
smoothly as ever.  He added that there were issues with late notification of fee increases at Merkel 
Sports Complex in Spokane, but feels that can be worked out for the future. 
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John Miller shared that last year he attended a one-day seminar/training called “Heads Up Football” 
sponsored by the Seahawks.  In proactively addressing the issue, he has since been certified as a trainer 
of the program, with the message of safe tackling procedures.  Discussion regarding potential 
requirements for football coaches (similar to the additional requirements for pole vault and swim 
coaches) regarding proper fitting of equipment, tackling techniques is taking place across the nation.  Ed 
Laulainen added that the football coaches association has focused on safety issues during its annual 
conference. 
 
WINTER COALITION REVIEW 
Mike Colbrese reported that, overall, the Winter Coalition went well. Wendy Malich added that 
discussions during the breakout sessions were thorough, especially since schools of different sizes were 
in discussion together.  Tim Thomsen added that the mixing of districts is beneficial to all.  Bruce 
Campbell relayed the concerns expressed by the District Directors about the number of people who 
leave early.   
 
REVIEW OF REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Andy Barnes presented the final voting results of the amendments.  He shared that the District Directors 
are supportive of maintaining a three-week window for voting from mid- to late-April. 
 
REQUESTS AND INFORMATION FROM DISTRICT DIRECTOR MEETING 
Bruce Campbell provided a summary of the discussion from the June 3 meeting between the WIAA staff 
and District Directors.  Brian Smith covered the appeal process following an ejection, directions were 
provided on how to pull billing information directly from Arbiter (since the meeting,  Brian Smith shared 
that only 40% of the Associations utilize Arbiter for billing purposes), there was discussion about 
potentially eliminating split crews in football (officials) and assigning local officials, and the district 
directors would like to be added as amendment presenters.  Staff was directed to develop an 
amendment for further Board discussion during the September meeting.. 
 
REPORTS, UPDATES AND OTHER INFORMATION 
TRIBAL ADVISORY GROUP TO WIAA 
Mike Colbrese shared that he scheduled a meeting of tribal representatives at the WIAA, which was a 
productive, informational meeting.  Eligibility, state tournaments,  and out-of-season were the 
paramount issues discussed.  The group will continue to meet at least once a year.   
 
 ELIGIBILITY REPORT 
John Miller shared that, even though more cases are being handled without a hearing, which is a great 
benefit to both the eligibility committees and participants, the number of appeals is comparable to 
previous years.  John complimented Rita Roach and each of the district eligibility committees for their 
stellar work in following process and in being consistent in their decisions.  During their next meeting, 
the District eligibility chairs and staff will discuss the possibility of regionalizing the district eligibility 
committees as a means to reduce to travel for the committee members and for the students appealing.   
 
Brian Smith added that the 2014-15 online eligibility rules clinic has been posted.  Athletic directors have 
until September 14, 2014, which is the end of the third week of the fall sports season, to complete the 
clinic. 
 
EMERALD CITY VOLLEYBALL INVITATIONAL/EMERALD CITY KICKOFF CLASSIC 



 WIAA Executive Board Meeting  |  June 8-9, 2014  |  WIAA Office  |  Renton, WA Page 13 

 
 

Washington Interscholastic Activities Association  |  435 Main Ave S  |  Renton, WA 98057  |  (425) 687-8585  |  Fax (425) 687-9476  |  wiaa.com 

Andy Barnes reported that CenturyLink Stadium recently notified him that the facility is available, but 
the fee is greater than the amount previously charged. He added that while CenturyLink is the preferred 
field, finances will be the limiting factor.  He also shared that the University of Washington  would like to 
host this event, but is unavailable this year.   He added that there are more options regarding sites for 
the volleyball invitational tournament. 
 
JUST PLAY FAIR! 
Brian Smith presented the 2013-14 annual ejection report.  Athletic directors have submitted ejection 
reports online, which has improved communication between coaches and athletic directors, and 
between the WIAA and WOA overall.  In addition to the increasing number of football players ejected 
for violent conduct, foul or abusive language, there was an expressed concern about the number of 
baseball coaches ejected.  In dealing with appeals following ejections, if both Brian Smith and Todd 
Stordahl agree that an ejection occurred due to a misapplication or misinterpretation of a rule, then the 
suspension is overturned and the ejection is not recorded to the school.  If they do not agree, then the 
situation is turned over to the executive director.  He encouraged schools to work with the staff and to 
minimize the involvement of additional individuals or groups.  Joe Feist added that a training segment 
on communication between coaches and officials would be beneficial.   
 
Brian Smith also provided the list of schools with five or more ejections.  Last year he made a visit to the 

schools with five or more ejections for two years in a row.  The Board authorized the staff to 
determine when a visit might be appropriate.   

 
MEDICAL ASPECTS - SUDDEN CARDIAC ARREST 
John Miller shared that the Medical Aspects Committee met last fall, dealing primarily with head, heat 

and heart issues as those are the most traumatic injuries/situations that occur.  The committee 
developed a recommended preparticipation physical form, which covers all necessary medical 
issues.  The form is available on the WIAA Website.  The Committee will meet again this fall to 
assist schools in developing emergency action plans following sudden cardiac arrest.  The 
Committee also suggested that officials file a report, similar to the ejection report, if an athlete 
is removed from a contest due to signs and symptoms of a concussion. 

 
REPORTS REGARDING EXPERIMENTS 
Cindy Adsit summarized the reports from two groups that had been granted approved to experiment 

with a WIAA handbook rule.  Pat McCarthy shared that, in order to provide more opportunities 
to experiment with the rule, District 2 is requesting a second year to extend the deadline for 
schools to file a protest of a rule or appeal of an ejection.   

 
Following a one year experiment which allowed for middle level football schedules to be upheld, the 

Olympic Peninsula Middle Level League requested some ninth graders be allowed to play on a 
combined eighth-ninth grade football team in order to salvage middle level football during the 
2014-15 school year. 

 
● Ploof/Kredit moved to approve the District 2 request to experiment for the second year.  

MOTION APPROVED. 
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● Kredit/Ottis moved to approve a waiver of WIAA handbook rule 18.20.6 to allow the Olympic 
Peninsula Middle Level League to utilize some ninth graders on its eighth grade football teams 
for the 2014-15 school year.  MOTION APPROVED. 

 
 
 
MARKETING/MEDIA INFORMATION UPDATES 
Andy Knapp shared that former WIAA interns, LEAP students and college students have been assisting 

WIAA staff at state tournament sites in updating WIAA social media sites and the WIAA Website.  
He added that he continues to pursue additional corporate partnerships to augment the WIAA 
general budget.  Andy Knapp reported last year, which was the first year for the Smart Choices 
Scholarships, two  $5,000 scholarships were presented.  While the WIAA staff assist in the 
screening of the applications, the funding comes exclusively from the Dairy Farmers of 
Washington and Les Schwab Tires.   With 370 outstanding applicants this year, the Dairy 
Farmers of Washington and Les Schwab Tires jointly agreed to increase the allotted funds for 
scholarships, adding eight $1,000 scholarships (to the two $5,000 scholarships.) 

 
Conor Laffey reported that four pages in the state soccer program were dedicated to Unified Sports.  

The two championship matches were broadcast live on the NFHS Network for no cost to the 
viewers.  He added that staff is working to revitalize the schedules, scores and standings feature 
on the WIAA Website as a benefit to the membership with minimal workload on their part. 

 
LEAP REPORT 
Conor Laffey shared that the LEAP students gave presentations on four topics dealing with the structure 

and programs offered by the WIAA.  Graduating LEAP seniors will each receive a $500 college 
scholarship while incoming juniors and seniors will participate in a white water rafting trip in 
Leavenworth in July. 

 
Mark Webber shared that the LEAP committee has provided students with a terrific opportunity to 

network and increase their knowledge of WIAA rules, regulations and procedures. 
 
COACHES EDUCATION 
Cam Taylor shared that the 18th Annual WIAA Coaches School, scheduled for the first weekend in 

August, will be the final event for Jim Meyerhoff.  He and Cal Johnson will oversee the Coaches 
School beginning in 2015.  Due to low participation numbers, the future of the Coaches School 
Express is in jeopardy.   

 
LEGAL  REPORT 
Mike Colbrese shared that the Tacoma Dome has requested that the Association sign an agreement 

regarding shared responsibilities for damages done to the WIAA basketball floor that is stored in 
that facility. 

 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Mike Colbrese reported that he has been meeting with legislators in an attempt to help them better 

understand the rules and responsibilities of WIAA as a non-profit member association, as well as 
the processes already in place in dealing with appeals and uncommon situations. 
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NFHS 
Mike Colbrese shared that the NFHS Summer Meeting will be held in Boston, June 28 - July 3, 2014 and 

that the NFHS Section 7 and 8 meeting will be in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, September 14-16, 
2014.  Several board members and staff will attend the summer meeting, while the president, 
vice president  and any other board members unable to attend the summer meeting will attend 
the section meeting. 

 
FEATURES AND ARTICLES 
Mike Colbrese provided a series of articles and features of interest to the Board. 
 
REVIEW OF JUNE BOARD MEETING ACTION 
Andy Barnes reviewed action taken by the Board during this meeting. 
 
● Malich/McCarthy moved to go into executive session at 11:45 AM on Sunday, June 8,2014.  

MOTION APPROVED. 
● Malich/McCurdy moved to come out of executive session at 12:45 MOTION APPROVED. 
● Malich/Veltri moved to go into executive session at 3:30 PM on Sunday, June 8,2014.  MOTION 

APPROVED. 
● Malich/McCurdy moved to come out of executive session at 4:45 MOTION APPROVED. 
 
● Ploof/Feist moved to adjourn at  11:15 AM on Monday, June 9, 2014.   MOTION APPROVED. 
 
 
Submitted by:       
Ken Lindgren, WIAA Board President     
Mike Colbrese, WIAA Executive Director 
Cindy Adsit, Recorder   
 
Next Meeting:  September 21-22, 2014  |  10 AM 
 
 
 


